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A Celebration of the Life of  

Matthew Matejcic 
 

PRELUDE            Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana              Pietro Mascagni 

  
REMARKS                         
          
All stand while the following anthem is said: 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever. 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies.  
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,  
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's possession. 
Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 

    

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider   Let us pray. 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Matthew. 
We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a 
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who 
mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence 
we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those 
who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The presider continues 

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously 
with Matt’s family and friends in their grief. Surround them with your love, that they 
may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and 
strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

A READING FROM LAMENTATIONS 3:22-26, 31-33 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says 
my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 
to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of 
the LORD. For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have 
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly 
afflict or grieve anyone. 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 90                              (Read in unison)          

1  Lord, you have been our refuge * 
     from one generation to another. 
2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and  
 the earth were born, * 
     from age to age you are God. 
3  You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
   “Go back, O child of earth.” 
4  For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 
 when it is past * 
   and like a watch in the night. 
5  You sweep us away like a dream; * 
    we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
6  In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
    in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
7  For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
    we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 
8  Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
    and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
9  When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
    we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
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10  The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
    yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
    for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 
11  Who regards the power of your wrath? * 
    who rightly fears your indignation? 
12  So teach us to number our days * 
    that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
             
THE GOSPEL      
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 5:24-27. 
People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from 
death to life. Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.” 
Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to you, Lord Christ.  

 

HOMILY         THE REV. CARL H. BEASLEY 

After the Homily the Presider says 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 

Presider and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 And born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy catholic Church, 
 The communion of saints,  

 The forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body,  

 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 

The Intercessor says 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Almighty God, who has knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship, 
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech you, to your 
whole Church in paradise and on earth, your light and your peace. Amen. 
  
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to 
sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may 
pass with him to our joyful resurrection. Amen. 
 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your 
Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen. 
 
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our 
sins, and serve you with a quiet mind. Amen. 
 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your Godly care, that, casting all their 
grief on you, they may know the consolation of your love. Amen. 
  
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to 
meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful        
expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen. 
 
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life  
everlasting. Amen. 
  
Grant us grace to entrust Matt to your never-failing love; receive him into the arms of 
your mercy, and remember him according to the favor which you give to all your  
people. Amen. 
 
 Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, he may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in your heavenly kingdom. Amen. 
  
Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our 
consummation and bliss in your eternal and everlasting glory, and, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and all your saints, to receive the crown of life which you have 
promised to all who share in the victory of your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
The People and Ministers greet each other in the name of the Lord. 
 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 

 
OFFERTORY        
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting 
life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our 
mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the 
heavens. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
Presider and People say           

 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
Then the Presider continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Presider continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.  AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Presider  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept.  
 

FRACTION ANTHEM 
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.                               
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Presider says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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COMMUNION HYMN   Humming Chorus from Madame Butterfly        Giacomo Puccini 

 
After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 

Presider and People 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 
spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have 
given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet.  Grant that this Sacrament may be to 
us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where 
there is  no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your 
saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE COMMITTAL   

The Presider says 

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who 
believes in me.  He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to 
our mortal bodies through his indwelling Spirit. My heart, therefore, is glad, and my 
spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. You will show me the path of life; in 
your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for 
evermore. 
 
Then the Presider says these words 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we commend to Almighty God our brother Matt, and we commit his body to 
its resting place, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless him and 
keep him, the Lord make His face to shine upon him and be gracious to him, the Lord 
lift up His countenance upon him and give him peace. Amen. 
 
The Presider says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Other prayers may be added. 

 
Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord; 
And let light perpetual shine upon him. 
May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VOLUNTARY     How Great Thou Art  

(The music to the hymn is on pages 10 and 11) 

 
 

 

 

Everyone is invited to a reception 

In Neaverson Chapel following the service. 
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The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all 
meaning in the resurrection.  Because Jesus was raised from 

the dead, we too, shall be raised. 

 

 

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian.  
The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep 
sorrow when we are parted by death.  Jesus himself wept at 
the grave of his friend.  So, while we rejoice that one we love 

has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in 
sympathy with those who mourn. 

 

All persons are welcome to receive communion. 
If you wish to only have a blessing, please place your arms 

across your chest when you are at the altar rail. 


